
WGS 285: Sex Machines and Breasts Like Martinis – Contemporary Poetry and 
Queer/Feminist Theory 
Assignment Sheet: Original Poems and Reflections 
 
This assignment asks you to do the following: 

1. Consider which theoretical concepts or political debates that we have touched on in this 
class have personal significance for you. “Personal significance” can include 
autobiographical experience or academic experience. Reflect on something that truly 
matters to you; how you define “truly matters to you” is of course up to you. 
 

2. Think about how you would explore the significance, to you, of such a topic in a poem. I 
encourage you to take risks here and think freely, even if you do not consider yourself an 
“artist.” What emotions do you associate with the concept/debate you have chosen? Are 
there any metaphors or other forms of figurative language that represent your position? 
Are there settings that correspond to your emotional states on this issue, or settings in 
which you have felt the stakes of these issues very keenly? How can you make a document 
that communicates your emotions, your stakes, and your position to a reader? 
 

3. Based on your answers to the above questions, write a poem of any form or length. I 
encourage you to experiment with form! I also again encourage you to take risks in these 
areas. Strive for gripping language and permit yourself to think of yourself as a writer 
broadly, outside of the academic discourses that you are likely already quite familiar with. 
 

4. Explicate your own poem in a reflection of approximately 500-750 words. Here, I am 
asking you to turn your close-reading skills on your own text. Analyze your language, your 
rhetorical devices, your syntax, and your formal choices. Tell me what the concept/debate 
that you chose was, why you chose to write about it, and how your poetic decisions 
correspond to it.  

 
Remember: your grade for this assignment is based on your Reflection, according to the rubrics 
you already are familiar with from our Close Reading assignment. You are not being graded on 
the poem. I hope you will take this as an opportunity to be as free as you wish in the poem itself. 
 
Deadlines: 

• Monday, November 19: in-class workshopping of poems and reflection statements 
o For this deadline, you should have an early draft of a poem and at least an outline 

and/or some notes (depending on how you prefer to brainstorm) toward your 
reflection 

• Friday, December 7: deadline to submit your poems and reflections to me 
• Monday, December 10: in-class presentations/explorations of poems/digital compilation 

 
You are welcome to use whatever formatting best suits your poem; your reflections should be in 
MLA style. When you submit them to me, you should do so as a Word document attached to an 
email; please include your last name in the file name of the attachment.  


